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SHYAM BHATIA reveals a secret battle being waged by 
proxy between Israel and Palestinian guerrillas. 





THE ISRAELI Government 
and Palestinian guerrillas are 
fighting a battle by proxy in 
Sri Lanka. i 
The Israelis and oe 
support opposing sides in the 
conilict between the Colombo 
government and Tamil separa- 
tists in the north. — 
At least one radical Pales- 
tinian group, the Marxist 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
| tion of Palestine (PFLP) has 
been training Tamils at a camp 
outside Damascus. 
| There -has never been any 
-sectet about Israel’s revived 
links with Sri Lanka. Relations 
{between Colombo and 
f Jerusalem were broken in 1970, 
f but earler this year the govern- 









‘help. to combat the Tamil-led 
j insurgency in the north of th 


-was established in the American 
embassy last May and govern- 
rent sources have confirmed 
that experts from Jerusalem are 

i helping to train the army and 

police and advise on intelligence 


gathering. 

The Israelis prefer to keep a 

low profile in Colombo. Last 

June the head of the Interests 
! Section, David Matani, escaped 
death after a bomb exploded 
near his hotel room. - 

The Palestinian link with 
Tamil terrorists is both more 
complex and mysterious. 
There were rumours of such 
links in the past, but these were 
| never proven. Sri Lanka and 
j the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
| nisation (PLO) are nominal 
alles ‘within the Non-Aligned 
i Movement and the PLO 
{| ambassador in Colombo has 
| taken pains to dissociate himself 










from the Tamil militants. 


K Oie gtonf of militants, the 
| Tamil Liberati vation Tigers, has 
admitted that attempts to forge 
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' military links with the PLO had 

been unsuccessful. | 

The more radical Palestinians 
and their Tamil coutnerparts, 
however, have estabilshed a | 
solid working relationship 

based on the notion of mu 
help for armed struggle. The 
large Tarnil Marxist group, the 

People’s Liberation Orgaisation 

of Tamil Eelam (PLOTE) has 

joined hands with the 

Damascus-based PFLP of Dr 

George Habash. : 

A PLOTE spokesman admit- į 
ted last week that the group had 
been given military training by | 

-PFLP commandos at the Dera 
camp outside Damascus. . 

. The PLOTE representative, 

code-named Kandan, is a 28-i 

year-old former medical | 

-student from Colombo, He said. 

“that during his training“ atf 

Damascus he had bee instruc 

ted in using Kalashnikovs, 

grenades and mortars. 

Kandan spoke to me last week 
in Madras where PLOTE has 
an office. The purpose of his 

visit was to explain the objec- | 
tives of his organisation, -~ 

--PLOTE, he saki -was--a 
Marxist organisation and hada | 
special affinity with other 
Marxists, including members of 
the PFLP. ‘We have been 
trained by the PFLP,”’ he said, 
sipping a glass of orange juice. 
*We have fought side by side 
with the PFLP.’ 

‘LUCIEN RAJAKARUNA 
reports from Colombo : In the 
20 days since Tamil terrorists 

launched their offensive in the 
north and east, the death toll 
has topped 400. 

At Murunkan, on the north- 
west coast, 102 were reported. 
killed in an army gun battle? 
with terrorists.. in the} 

ing-up” operation, alter | 
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DEMONSTRATORS outside 
the Sri Lanka High Commis- 
sion in London yesterday, pro- 
testing against US/Israeli_ col- 
laboration in attacks on Tamils 
and the opening of an Israeli 
Mission in Sri Lanka. More 


eo 


Se 


than 30 Tamil Moslems were 


killed at a recent hartal (pro- 
test) when the Sinhalese army 
along with Israeli units went 
berserk in the Tamil-speaking 
Moslem town of Kattankudy. 
The protest was organised by 





the Tamil-Moslem United Front 


against the stationing of Israeli 
intelligence (Mossad) and ter- 
ror units in Sri Lanka. Yester- 


day’s protest was organised by 


the People’s Liberation Orga- 
nisation of Tamil Eelam. 
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